[Contribution of the musculocutaneous flap of pectoralis major in head and neck oncology: 26 observations in Senegal].
The pectoralis major musculocutaneous flap constitutes a significant advance in cervicofacial carcinology. At our institution, it has allowed most surgical problems to be resolved in a single-stage procedure. The objective of this study was to report our experience with this flap. This retrospective study includes 26 cases observed over a 10-year period (January 1994-December 2003). The parameters studied were clinical and paraclinical. All patients included in this study received a pectoralis major musculocutaneous flap. Patients treated using another type of flap were not included. Mean patient age was 51 years (range, 20 to 74). The sex ratio was 12 (24 men and 2 women). At the time of admission, 73% of patients showed marked impairment of general condition. In 21 patients (81%), the effect of the pectoralis major musculocutaneous flap was observed immediately after surgery unlike pharyngostome (19%) in which the flap is used in a second stage procedure. With a mean follow-up of 7 years, failure has been observed in 4 cases (15%). The pectoralis major musculocutaneous flap is an excellent tool for cervicofacial reconstruction after carcinological exeresis. It reduces the duration of hospitalization. Acquiring proper flap harvesting technique is an important factor in improving outcome.